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L.M, i I have here, as our pPersonality of the week, Ur Alfred Rohu. You've

probably been reading about Mr Rohu in the newspapers, for he and his

wife have this week been celebrating their golden wedding. Wr Rohu is a

——-——-—_-_—.,_'____‘_. e

remarkable man, He is gight,y—threu years of age, has been fifty yeams in
the same businese in I::ublin,and goeﬁ to his shop at 9.50 every mc:rnmg, as
regularly as ¢lockwork. He has travelled extensively and was fib:c_- a time
head of the Natural History section of the iuseun ot La Flata, near '
Buams Aires. ,;a..-_..lhera exactly were you born, Mr Rohu?

; . «H. 1 vas born on ichill Island almost eighty=-three yaaru ago. My father

s stationed there as an officer in the Coast Guard Sarv:l.ce.

s I was wondering about the naune. Rohue « « ¢ Re==(mm=wli=e=U, It doesn't
;ound very wuch like the sort of name you'd get on Achill.. '
AsRs As & matter of fact, my family comes from Britanny in Northern France.
I‘har:a'a a branch of the Rohu h.milr' still living at Carnac. |

F - Lile That uuunde: like the H';ug.lmu't.a to me,

j - .M You're quite right..eseeseThere's a fanily story that mny grandfather

L, ihat certainly has a romantic flavour...s..Incidentally, ir Rohu, how

-

did you cowe to Dublin from Aehill? 1 take it .t.hat-.‘t. must have been a long

time ago?

.

AsRe It's a matter of well over seventy yeBrsS.sesssssWhere ay father vas
stationed woe one of the wildest parts of the country. ULy mother used

to tell me that durtng the stormy westher in vinter sometimes there would |

be sand half way up the chineYesesssssIt S0 happened that among our |
‘visitors one year vas the fauous ﬁapta.:ln Neil BoyDes You remember him as f
the hero of the statue on the front at-Dun Laoighaire.'

L, wasn't he a.fterwa..;c'ﬂs drovned in an heroic attempt at life-saving durn®
& heavy stora in Dublin Bay?

A‘&_ ']‘.'hi.t‘srthe 8Neseses 1t vas thanks to him that my father was trans-

-
ferred from ichill to #elahide in Colinty publin
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L, Wre. Hohu —jugt how did you begin to earn your living?
AsRe Strahgely enough, I began vwork as & clerk in a lawyer's office. Then
I vent to Pigget's music show-rooms and then to Cramer Wood. 3But alvays
at the back of my mind 1 had the idea. of becouing & naturalist of some
sort. Even as a schoolboy 1 used to spend wost of my spare time
skinpning out speciumens of birds and small aniwals and working them up into
wodels, Thep when I grew up I naturally boecame more adept at it. In fact
I vecane oo gpood xExIX that even my father pralged ny work, I remenbesr
one day Ledng ::hallﬁng,ed by one of my bruthers. That vars while I vas still
in the musie-chop. Said my brother to me,! ml‘u never be a naturalisty!
1k, Apd so you took up the challenge?
AsHe 1 took up the challengesss.osl locked round me Sor something to stuff
wwwpopethinge vhich ne one had ever mou;uszruny ptuffed before. Uther
people, 1 knew, had stufied the cyes of fish...s.Cuatorpillars vere simple
enoUFlsensesihat, then, vas I to atuf;.’? At length I had & brain-t@ve.ecese
I'd stuff a comnon garden snail.

LMy Heorne and all?

AsRe Horng and 8ll.eeeesis T8y as I knew at that time I sas the only person

to have ruccected in doing it. It took me three atteupts before I drought

;ﬂ_ You must have been extresely proud. Did you exhibit it anywhere?

AsHe I ywgxxves exhibited it at the famous Cork Exhibition of 1882 —--
exactly sixty years 8g0s.svesbut the people vouldn't bLelieve it- guite,

Even 1if they didn't ecy as much, they regarded it as a fuke, 1 th!lnlc.
Certainly they verc hishly‘ sceptical of it,

L, Well, I certalnly muct congratulate you as being, in all probability, th
firet man in the world to stuff a rmail -- horns and all,

ARy That's as far as I kmow.

e --g#_,_ and I suppose from that méu.:ent you turned your back on the music-rhop?
Ashe I-d’id.-.'.....‘!’og noe 1 wae anxious to travel in order to promecte vhat
1l belicved mas uy own particular genius for Katural History. 1 vanted to
get dway dnte -soma foreign country where there were plenty of tropical
pirds and beasts and butterflies —-- a sort of naturelist's heaven on earti.
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L, 4nd yhere did you decide to go to?
AsHs 1 made up uy aind %o go bto somcwhere — alpost anywhere — in
South America. And so, vithout & job or friends to welceme me,
1 sailed for Bucnos Alres. What wvas even more important, alasl)
wae the fact that 1 hadn't even a zingle word of Spanishe.
Li.That certalnly vas very brave of you.
AsRel don't think I realised it at the time, but I suppose it wust have
been - especially my having ne Spanich, But luck vas on my side.
Lil, And how van that?
 AsHe On boardg ship 1 made friends vwith & highly influentisl Englishnan —-
& Lr Harman, who wae going out o manége & gold mine in the Argontine.
He scened %0 be very dmpressed with my audacity or dourage or whatever
you like to call it. He was so much inmpressed, indeed, that he cvem .
offerod we & good job on his goldenine, ind then he dismcovered that

d knev no spmj.ﬂh' and that vane the ond of thatesiasiess On tho yay out
Santos

mn.il- bird;a and a few um-ra.s.....j;:ater ;n, 1' treated ur.mmm and a ,
munber of Wies friends in uy cabin to the sight of uy skinning m{m
then. They were astonighed, and very soon my name went round the thip.

1M, I shouldn't wonder.

AsRe Iventuslly we reached buwos Alres. 4ie I Yold you, 1 had ncithe}'
friemds to go to nor. w job. Quite by sccident I yan into lir Harman again.
e introduced me %o & Mr Gibmon, & big esteancia ommer, vho told me tha
£lad neve that anything in the vays of wnimals or birds shot in the
Argentine had to he sent to London if they vanted thau stuffed. Thanks

to Mr Uibgson, Igot letliers ,'°£ intreductions to the Dircctore of the
lugeuus 8t both uwios a.:l'.‘ros and La Plats, about sixiy wiloes avay.

LM, And vhat happened?

AsRs Well, there was nothing doing at Bumos Alres — Tor lack of fundse—
and so I made ny vay up to La Plata......l8 Plata at this time was & very
gmall place, Even so they had & museum and were just finishing building

& pecond one vhen 1 ariived.
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L, 1 suppose La Plata viin its tve musecums couldn't have been much

ssall Irish
bigger than mwost/provincial towma?

AsRe ip & satter of fact 1% was mwuch susller.....Well, shen I arrived .
they were moving the speclaens and exhibits from the old musews %o the
new. 1 thought I'd look on for a it and sec vhat their stock vas like
hefore presenting ay letter of introduction to the Director, Naturally
enough, I vas particulsrly interosted in their stuffed aninals and birds,
wort of which were very badly stuffed indeed. I remember saying to myself
ar I watched them,!what rotten work! If only I got a chauce of doing the
job I'd almest do it For mothingl! At length, a busy 14¢51e man-
in spectacles and looking like & profescor came out, whon I at once
spotted as tho Directors Luckily for me, He spoke Englich well and soon
we were decp in convermation. He told me, unfortunately, that he'd no
vork for ae, but that perhaps 1'd accompany him in hir wﬂhge ar Tar as
the nev Museum,.

- L, Which, of course, you 414?
AR It was & beautiful building —- but I soon discovered feulls in it —-

sepeoially in the way they were arrenging their latural History exhibits.
{ thiak the Director vas & Llittle bit tauken aback at my criticisus. At

" length 1 said to him, 'but vhere are your fish wnd reptiles?' To ay
suprdse, he told me that they had NO Fich or Reptiles in their collection
—=ee for the simple reason that their taxidermist couldn't stuff theml
Lids I bet you had something to say to that?

AsHs OF course I, ac & self-taught taxidermist, vas an all-round hand,
in a fiach I had vhipped out of ay jacket pocket =— what do you think?
1d. Bon't tell we it was ;rour old friend the stuffed snail¥ _

AsHs Indeed it wac -~ horns and !.lll. At firet the Diroctor wouldn't
believe that it vam't artificial. As he put it in Spanish , it vas
'Tapossible.! However, i sav by the look in his ayes that I'd bowled
hiw over that 1 var as énod as aiployedsssesaiihlch 1 788, = -

Lids/\ And how 648 you stay in the Argentine, Mp.Rohu? L

A.Rs  Only sbout two years, vhen 1 vent down, firet with choléem snd then

. ADVICE
yvith enterie fever., On doctor's 1 came Mome to Ireland.
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L, And started up as & taxidernist and furrier?
AeBe That, ms'fifty' years ago --—-at No.Seven vhat vas then Great Brms-
wick=stirect. |
Lils And this veck you and your charuing wife have been cglebrating your 1
Golden VWoddingeesesesl suppose that must have caused no end of a thﬁli
-&mnﬁg the fanily conucctions? o
L& Kot ;.t 8lleseslln nf.’_mid they're quite used to that ;o:rt of thing
in our fanily?
L, Used to Golden Weddings? .
AsRe If you must lttlknow, ours vas the fourth Golden VWedding in the
fanily. My father and mother und my three brothers all had Golden
Weddings.
L, Well, don't ask we if that's & record. I shouldn't be surprised if
4t wvere. In the weantime, Mr Rohu, would you like to pay a tribute to
your wife. .
AsRes 1'd like to say —— as I've said before,this week -— that she's the
taghboat thn.t has drawn me safely iﬁto harbour, and nay God bless nd

keep herl
L And may I,too0, say God bless and keep her.esssesThank you, lr Rohu, and
you, lrs Rohu, for i:r!nging thie grand little man safoly into harbour.

Good night to youl



